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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1906 edition. Excerpt: . . . Chapter CXXXIX THE NEW MONARCHY EACE at almost any price was
welcome to distracted, exhausted Spain. It is conceivable that if the republic had been declared again, it would
have been accepted. But the young Bourbon on the throne was liked by nearly every one, and no sovereign
could have asked for greater loyalty than was manifested for the new ruler. Alfonso XIl. was a youth of good
parts. He had been carefully educated under the best of instructors, though his health was never rugged, and
he was inclined to consumption. The man who had most to do with shaping his views and principles was Don
Antonio Canovas del Castillo, who urged liberal ideas in place of the clerical and absolutist principles of Isabella.
Canovas kept in close touch with Madrid and directed the policy of the friends of Alfonso. It was he who
persuaded the Spanish nobility to send an address to the Prince on his birthday, and it was he who wrote the
reply. Naturally, as soon as Alfonso became King, he made Canovas his prime minister. Bear in mind that he
was only seventeen years old and had gained the crown without intriguing for it. It was not the Cortes that
proclaimed him King, but the army. He won the respect of his advisers by the maturity of his views, and by their
vigorous sense and wisdom. He was handsome, cultured, and at the time seemed to be in sound health,...
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